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INTRODUCTION

In 1929 from East Africa, the new genus
Archolabus Voss, 1929 with new species
Archolabus methneri Voss, 1929 from the new
subfamily Archolabinae Voss, 1929 of family
Attelabidae has been described (Voss, 1929). In
later work by Voss (1965) considered it in compo-
sition of tribe Attelabini of subfamily Attelabinae.
Kuschel (1995) proposed that Archolabinae con-
cerned to subfamily Attelabinae. However, in later
works (Alonso-Zarazaga, Lyal 1999; Riedel 2002)
its status remained constant. In 2001, the author
studied types, designated lectotype and trans-
ferred these taxa to the subfamily Curculioninae
of the family Curculionidae in a rank of a tribe
(Legalov 2001). The new material allowed speci-
fying the status of this group.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Type specimens are kept in the MNHUB = Mu-
seum für Naturkunde der Humboldt-Universitaet
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(Berlin) and SMTD = Staatliches Museum für
Tierkunde (Dresden).

RESULTS

Family Curculionidae Latreille, 1802
Subfamily Curculioninae Latreille, 1802
Tribe Nerthopini Lacordaire, 1866 (Figs. 1–6)
Nerthopides Lacordaire, 1866: 19 (Curculionidae)
Microstylides Lacordaire, 1866: 20
(Curculionidae)
Acallopistides Lacordaire, 1866: 22
(Curculionidae)
Archolabinae Voss, 1929: 200, syn.n. (Attelabidae)
Archolabinae: Dalla Torre, Voss, 1930: 3
(Attelabidae)
Archolabinae: Alonso-Zarazaga, Lyal, 1999: 46
(Attelabidae)
Archolabinae: Riedel, 2002: 18, 19 (Attelabidae)
Archolabini: Legalov, 2001: 46 (Curculionidae)

Remarks. The author studied the genera
Nerthops Schoenherr, 1826 (type genus of the
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tribe Nerthopini), Menesinus Faust, 1898 and
Archolabus Voss, 1929 (type genus of the tribe
Archolabini). These genera are close to each
other and belong to one tribe. The short ros-
trum, wide pronotum and elytra, femora with
teeth and short antennae characterize them.

Genus Archolabus Voss 1929
Archolabus Voss, 1929: 200
Type species: Archolabus methneri Voss, 1929

Archolabus methneri Voss, 1929 (Figs. 5–6)
Archolabus methneri Voss, 1929: 200

Material. Lectotype – female (MNHUB), Tanza-
nia, “Ost Usambara, D. O. Afr. 12.15., leg.
Methner”, “Archolabus methneri n. sp. Det. E.
Voss”, Lectotypus Archolabus methneri Voss det.
Dr. E. Haaf, 1961”, “Zool. Mus. Berlin”,
“Lectotypus Archolabus methneri Voss des. A.
Legalov, 2001”. Paralectotypes: male (MNHUB)
and female (MNHUB) with labels as at lectotype.

Description. Body black, shining, naked.

MALE. Head short and wide, densely rugosity
punctate. Rostrum also short and wide. Anten-
nae attached at the basis of the rostrum. Eye not
large, convex. Forehead flat, with medial striae.

Figs. 1-4. Nerthopini gen. sp.: 1 – Nerthops punctatus Fabricius, 1798 (dorsally), 2 – N. punctatus
(laterally), 3 – Menesinus flavicornis (dorsally), 4 – M. flavicornis (laterally).
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Antennae short. Scapus weakly elongated. 1st
segment of the funicle rounded; 2nd segment
thin, elongated; 3rd–7th segments wide and
short. Clava compact, short, weakly pointed.
Pronotum very wide, with convex. Disk densely
and finely tuberculous with carinas on sides.
Scutellum pentagonal. Elytra wide, with devel-
oped shoulders and greatest width on the mid-
dle. Intervals flat, finely tuberculous. Striae clear,
deep. Apex of the elytra rounded. Wings nor-
mally developed. Metepisternum narrow, densely
punctate. Coxa widely separated. Legs average
sizes. Femora widened, densely punctate, with 2
teeth on the middle. Tibiae strongly, arcuately
curved, with tooth at internal apical edge. Meso-
and metatibiae shorter and weaker curved, with
tooth on the external edge. Tarsi long. 1st and
2nd segments elongated. 3rd segment bilobed.

5th segment short. Claws separated, with short
teeth at the basis. Aedeagus (fig. 2). Length of
the body: 3.4 mm.

FEMALE. Head hardly shorter than at males.
Eyes weaker convex. Abdomen convex. 1st
ventrite very wide. 2nd ventrite narrower. 3rd and
4th ventrites very narrow. 5-th ventrite wider,
wider than 4th ventrite. Pygidium not hidden by
the elytra, densely punctate. Ventral specula
sclerotized. Length of the body: 3.5–3.8 mm.

Distribution. East Africa: Tanzania.

Remarks. This genus is very close to genus
Menesinus (Faust, 1898) from India. The author
is two syntypes of Menesinus flavicornis Faust,
1898 (figs. 3–4) from the collection SMTD stud-
ied. Archolabus Voss differs from Menesinus
Faust by the femora with two teeth, larger sizes,
finely tuberculous disk of the pronotum with ca-
rinas on sides and black antennae.
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